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Most of us can picture it – from years
of passing by on Riverside Drive.
That house; part of a fantasy life that
involves water views, private docks
and spacious landscapes. We drive
by and wish, but never expect it really
could be ours.

But there is a group of people already living
that life. Not all are retirees from Toronto who
cashed out homes in one of the world’s priciest
real estate markets, but a mixed group of
retirees, young professionals and even singles
live on Bob-Lo Island.
“People work and save up all this money
to take a vacation, but it’s a week,” says
Gena Boschin, a Bob-Lo resident who
also works sales and marketing for Bob-Lo
Island Developments. “But the residents
here get to escape year-round, because this
is an island.”
Currently, Bob-Lo residents live in the
fully-planned residential development on
the north shore of the island. But prospective
buyers are eyeing the soon-to-be-developed
south end. The entire master concept
comprises roughly five kilometres in
circumference on 272 acres. Boschin focuses
on Bob-Lo’s natural amenities that offer its
residents and visitors alike the chance to
explore 56 species of birds, families of deer,
bald eagles, trails, an expansive green space
and sandy beaches. That experience, courtesy
of Mother Nature, is priceless, Boschin
says. And it doesn’t come at the expense of
needed amenities. Continued on page 48

TOP LEFT: A Red Oak Twin Villa. This particular
model is furnished in bright red accents, giving it
a very Ralph Lauren feel. LEFT: The kitchen in the
townhome is spacious and equipped for the gourmet
cook. TOP RIGHT: The island ferry runs 24/7, every
20 minutes and is the perfect way to de-stress at the
end of a busy day. OPPOSITE, TOP: Muskoka chairs
lined up for water viewing. BOTTOM: The exterior
of a Red Oak Twin Villa. Notice the interlocking brick
driveway/patio and the natural stone, solid wood
siding and New England feel.

46 | ourhomes

SPRING 2016

ourhomes

SPRING 2016

| 47

home & builder

“This really is everyone’s number one
dream location,” she says. “It’s four minutes to
the convenience of historic Amherstburg. If
you need your pants hemmed, if you need to
go to the doctor – anything you need we have
access to. Then we get to go home to a place
that’s a dream.”
What’s available is a variety of awardwinning housing options, including onebedroom Harbourview Condominium units
just under 1,000 square feet for $174,900;
two-bedroom townhouses from $268,000; or
detached homes with unlimited possibilities.
Most homes are built in the New England
style of Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard or a
Craftsman style, but Boschin says the in-house
design team of Amico Design Build Inc. can
accommodate almost any request.
“We can build anything anyone wants,”
Boschin says. “We have an in-house design
team and someone can come in with a design
on a napkin and we can deal with it.”

ABOVE: The Custom Family Ranch home offers
custom cabinets, granite countertops and hardwood
floors. TOP RIGHT: The spacious entryway.
RIGHT: The open-concept plan is contemporary
and very livable.

ABOVE: The Red Oak Twin Villa’s master en suite
features a double vanity and a six foot tub. TOP
RIGHT: Transitional furnishings give the home a
modern feel. They can be negotiated as part of the
home’s purchase price. RIGHT: Sandy beaches and
parkland are at your doorstep.

An island is a common vacation
destination, but Boschin knows some
people may translate its escape factor as too
inconvenient for everyday life. She says she’s
living the reality and that it’s anything but.
The island’s ferry operates between the island
and Amherstburg every 20 minutes, every day
of the year. Like many other parents, she drives
her children to tennis, soccer and birthday
parties across Essex County to suburban
Detroit. The drive, she says, is similar to what
many families face, but at the end of the day
she lives the island life.
Bob-Lo Island resident Eric Farron, a tooland-die professional, is also passionate about
life on Bob-Lo. For years he saw the island
passing by as a boater or visiting friends, but
when he had the opportunity to have the
destination house he pictured for his family –
he grabbed the chance.
“For those big days like Mother’s Day,
Father’s Day and Thanksgiving I wanted a
place for us to gather where everyone would
want to be,” Farron says. “At first there
were those thoughts that maybe it would be
inconvenient because of the ferry, but it only
takes four minutes. So this has worked for us.”
Farron talks about the island as a
community. He says he felt that in other
places he’s lived, but never more so than
on the island. Continued on page 50

48 | ourhomes

SPRING 2016

ourhomes

SPRING 2016

| 49

home & builder

Distinctive Living
“We live in our backyard during the
summer,” he says. “And everyone knows
everyone here. It’s tight community. We’re
all really, really close friends because we all
have something in common. We live on an
island together.”
That togetherness will work for some, but
others may choose a quieter life on Bob-Lo,
and that’s fine Boschin says. The island
features one of the last remaining blockhouses
that held soldiers from the War of 1812. There’s
a historically designated lighthouse, the BobLo Island Beachhouse restaurant, a marina,
Captain Bob’s Ice Cream Shack, SouthBeach
WaterSports, and, without traffic, couples
often walk the beaches enjoying the more
slow-paced life they moved to Bob-Lo to find.
“It’s not an amusement park anymore and
it hasn’t been for 30 years,” Boschin says. “You
can live the life you want right now versus
working to be able to live that life sometime
later because you’re so busy.” Continued on page 52

INTERIORSBYMARIA
Furniture layout planning &
selection, window treatments &
accessories. Complete flooring,
kitchen, bathroom & paint
colour consultation.
Maria Kozmor B.A.

I can also be reached at
Coulter’s Furniture 519.253.7422

Please call for a personal appointment

519.817.8963

Affordable Elegance
Make the right call...519.979.7666

Get inspired & see how wonderful your space can be.

www.interiorsbymaria.com
interiorsbymaria@aol.com

DecoratingIdeas
Your BENJAMIN MOORE Store!

We have all the
tools you need
to create your
ultimate space!

ABOVE: A Harbourview Condominium unit. Model
units are furnished in a wide range of styles and
colour palettes. Unit 406 is styled in warm, rustic
tones. TOP RIGHT: The dining area. RIGHT: A
bedroom with paned windows and a view out onto
the island’s unparalelled views.
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Visit our showroom
1825 Manning Rd. Tecumseh

Mon - Fri 9:00 - 6:00 Saturday 9:00 - 3:00

angilerikitchenandbath.com

Benjamin Moore Paints
Goudey & Saman Stains
Colour Matching
Wallpaper
3059 Dougall Avenue, Windsor
Blinds & Shutters
In-home Colour Consultations
519-966-7102

SPRING BLIND SALE NOW ON!
decoratingideasstore.com
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The RIGHT MORTGAGE can save you thousands!
RIGHT: The Harbourview Condominiums feature one
and two bedroom units plus loft space overlooking
Bob-Lo’s beautiful eastern shore. BELOW: Sandra
Couloufis is Bob-Lo Island Development’s General
Manager. With her background in design, she also
styles the model homes and is always available to offer
purchasers design advice and tips. BOTTOM RIGHT:
The island’s Visitor Centre.

I offer customized mortgage solutions for your...
✔ first or next purchase
✔ refinance or renewal

✔ investment or vacation property
✔ debt consolidation

CALL ME TODAY FOR A CUSTOM REVIEW
OF YOUR MORTGAGE SITUATION!

SARAH CARTER
Mortgage Agent

519·962·3012 | Sarah.Carter@migroup.ca

BROKERAGE #10428

It costs $10 for a return ferry trip to the
island. Boschin encourages anyone curious
about life on Bob-Lo to come check it out.
Anyone who attends an open house doesn’t
pay the ferry fee. Boschin knows the housing
plans will impress with views she claims will
trump condominiums on Riverside Drive, and
she encourages people to understand Bob-Lo
isn’t a down-the-road option.
“If you’re looking for the big house on the
water, you can buy the big house surrounded
by water,” she says. “Or, if you want to
downsize, you can.”
That ferry ride from the Amherstburg
dock, Boschin says, is the start of seeing-isbelieving. For the residents, Bob-Lo is a secret
they’re willing to share. It’s an open club
of island and marina life that’s available for
anyone right now. And, once you’ve come to
take a look, Boschin says, you’ll be struck.
“You feel like you’ve arrived someplace
special,” she says, “somewhere you just
need to be.” OH
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Now offering

Outdoor
Solutions

Outdoor structures by Corradi
closed

Windsor - London - Toronto

519-739-9797 | www.madetoshade.ca

